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PRESIDENT’S 
COMMENTS 

 

Members and associates 

 

 We are now 
looking forward to a 
series of very interest-
ing programs for our 
next meetings. Too 
late for inclusion in last 
month’s Voice is the 
February 27 program 

on the hot local topic of homelessness. Speakers 
Jack Tibbets [St. Vincent de Paul} and Jeff Gilman 
[Redwood Gospel Mission] will address both short-
term and long-term approaches. 
 March brings local businessman Victor Tri-
one on the life of his father, the late Henry Trione. 
[See program announcement below.] Future pro-
grams will cover this year’s census and the continu-
ing improvements at Sonoma County Airport. 
 Pleased remember that we are trying out a 
new social program, the Pub Crawl, on the first 
Monday of each month. This is a great opportunity 
to deepen friendships within the Chapter. But it will 
only continue if members participate. So try it and 
see if you want it to continue. 
 

 LT William P. Matz, USN , President 
707-837-2161 - matz@sonic.net 

MARCH LUNCHEON MEETING 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 

 

 Guest Speaker for the Luncheon will be Victor Trione, 

 

VOLUME 50, NUMBER 3 “Serving Those Who Serve America” March 2020 

Military Officers Association of America 
Redwood Empire Chapter 

Post Office Box 2801 
Santa Rosa, CA  95405-0801 

son of the late Sonoma County businessman and philan-
thropist Henry Trione.  NOTE: Information below:   
 See Page 5, for the Buffet Luncheon menu.  We 
hope to enjoy a great meal,  
 

March Program Announcement 
 

Our March speaker will be Victor Trione, son of the late 
Sonoma County businessman and philanthropist Henry 
Trione, talking about Henry’s World War II service as a 
Navy officer. Victor followed his father’s footsteps as a Na-
vy officer in the Vietnam War. His presentation will also 
include some key elements of Sonoma County develop-
ment in the last 70 years. 
 

Facts & Trivia 
 American eat more than 300 million  sandwiches 
each and every day. 
 The most expensive sandwich ever sold  was a 
grilled toast  sandwich that seemed to have an image of 
the Virgin Mary on the toasted bread which sold for 
$28,000 in 2004. 
 The  longest sandwich, created in Italy in 2004 was 
2081 ft. The largest sandwich ever made weighed 5,440 
lbs. 
 The record for the most sandwiches being made 
simultaneously was set in New York City by Subway res-
taurants who had 254 people making sandwiches at the 
same time. (Source; Guisnness Tracking) 
 May 4th is National Hoagie Day. 
 October 9th is National Grinder, Hoagie,  Hero 
Day. 

UPBEAT TIMES, INC -  January 2020 

MOAA BOARD MEETINGs 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Tuesday, March 3, 2020, 
11:30am, In the Santa Rosa Vet’s Bldg Conference Room. 
  

Chapter members are always welcome at these meetings.  
Refreshments will be served. 

 

“GOOD SPEAKERS ARE NEEDED” 
 

Chapter members: 
 Who do you want to hear from? 
Please send your suggestions to  
Don Nowacki, (707)528-2895,  

or  by e-mail: nowacki@sonic.net  

“Sunshine Lady” 
 

Call Myrna Hurst, 707-468-0146,  
if you know of anyone in the chapter who  
might enjoy a get well or sympathy card. 
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** FINAL DUES NOTICE ** 
 

  All regular members should have received your dues 
notice by the time you get this bulletin by mail.  The notices 
were sent First Class mail, with an envelope that could be 
used to return your payment of dues.  
 From  By-Laws: Article VII, Section B. 
Annual dues shall become due and payable on January 1st.  
Members who fail to renew their membership by that date shall 
be reminded of their overdue status and, if payment is not 
made by March 1st, shall be dropped from the rolls. Member-
ship may be reinstated upon payment of current dues. 
 Notices were sent only to members who need to re-
new their dues for 2020. There are still a few members who 
have not renewed their dues for 2019 as of the publication of 
this bulletin. 
 NOTE: Members should not pay Wives Club dues 
unless their wife is a member of the Wives Club.  Every year 
your Treasurer receives additional payment for wives and then 
passes on payment to Judith Fleshman for the payment of dues 
for about 5 or 6 women who are not Wives Club members.  
She then has to call and inform them, or send checks back to 
the member that has paid his wives dues in error.    

 

Please note members dues are $25.00 a year. 
 

Wives dues are $25.00, ONLY  
if they belong to the Wives Club  

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

 

 The application period for COL William G. 
Brey Scholarships will open on January 1, 2020, and will 

close on March 15, 2020. Closing date is firm. 
Those eligible to apply for scholarship assis-
tance are children, wards, and lineal descend-
ants (including grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren, 
natural or adopted) of living or deceased officer, 
warrant officer, or auxiliary members of the 
Chapter. Scholarship eligibility is limited to 
those pursuing undergraduate academic and 

professional certificate programs. Applications will not be 
accepted for support of graduate studies. 

Our experience is that it can take some time for 
prospective applicants to gather all the required supporting 
documentation, then prepare and submit the completed 
application before the cutoff date. We therefore recommend 
that Chapter members advise eligible family members of 
scholarship availability and contact information early 
enough to give them sufficient reaction time. 
    Application forms are available. They may be obtained 
by writing to: 
        Secretary, Redwood Empire Chapter, MOAA 
        P. O. Box 2801 
        Santa Rosa, CA  95405-0801 

 

or by directly contacting Scholarship Committee Chairman: 
        Lee P. Hoskins 
        P. O. Box 2801 
        Santa Rosa, CA  95405-0801 –  Phone: (707)328-
2316 
 or e-mail: leehoskins@live.com  
 

     Lee will provide them immediately to all interested par-
ties by fastest means available. 
 

    The COL William G. Brey Scholarship Committee. 

COMING SOON!!!!  
THE COL BREY 

 SCHOLARSHIP AND  
MERIT AWARDS 

HAVE BEEN REVISED TO  
REFLECT GRADES, MERIT, 

AND HUMANITY!!! 
OPEN TO: 

    

High school seniors or High school graduates 
•  to pursue a college degree 
•to enroll in a professional training program such as fire 

prevention, electrician, police protection, auto mechanics, 
culinary school, or comparable training programs. 
•college undergraduates 
•previous applicants of the Brey Scholarship 

The Brey  Scholarship is limited to a maximum of two 
awarded scholarships per applicant.       
 

See the March 2020 “MOAA VOICE” 
 for application details! 
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Legislative Affairs – March 2020  
 LEGISLATION: 

Federal:  
2020 Defense Spending Bill.   We are seeing 
“fallout” this bill which possibly may be one of the 
most far reaching aspects.  This is in the establish-
ment of the Tier 4 drugs and with several being 
moved from Tier 3 to Tier 4.  Tier 3 drugs are cov-
ered with higher co-pays.  However, Tier 4 drugs 
are not covered.   In other words, you will have to 
pay the going rate which could amount to a few 
thousand dollars.  Also, costs for Tier 4 drugs do 
not apply to the annual TRICARE catastrophic cap.   
 DHA alleges that only those medications 
that that “provide very little to no clinical effective-
ness” will be transferred to Tier 4.  MOAA is moni-
toring the reviews.  However, if you know of anyone 
being adversely affected, please let me know 
vernonmc@mcn.org  or contact MOAA at 
legis@moaa.org.  
 My recommendation is to “stay tuned” for 
updates though the MOAA website. 
State: 
 Property Taxes (Proposition 13   I hope 
everyone has a chance to vote on the bond 
measure.  As we see that once more, they (the 
State Legislators) are looking for “creative legisla-
tion” to waylay the benefits of Proposition 13 by tax-
ing businesses.  This year, the new taxes are for 
“Schools, Community Colleges and Local Ser-
vices”.  This is the misleading title given by the 
State Attorney General. 
 There will be more follow-on tax bills to fund 
housing, free medical care, etc.   We have already 
seen the outcome of the “Gas Tax” increase. 
 Already, we see that the folks in Sacramen-
to are looking at new sales taxes.  This seems nor-
mal, particularly in view that the California bullet 
train is looking at another $1.3 billion overrun to a 
total of 80.3 billion –up from the initial cost of $34 
billion. 
 Military Retired Pay Exclusion.  Granted 
that this idea is a long term wishful thinking, howev-
er, there are now only TWO states that do not 
grant, at least a partial exemption to military retir-
ees and/or SBP recipients . These are California 
and Vermont.  This is a disgrace! 
 SCAM ALERTS!   This is the season for 
scams from people alleging being from the IRS or 
Social Security with various threats or other forms 
to trick you.  BE CAREFUL and hang up.  In the 
case of Social Security, report the scam to: 
OIG.SSA.GOV. 

  Vern McNamee, Legislative Chair   

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 
For  

SONONMA COUNTY 
 

MARK ORLANDO 
 

Has asked us to put this job notice out.   There is 
a need for an Air Force Officer or Senior NCO, 
that has retired within the last five (5) years to be 
a second Air Force Junior ROTC  (AFJROTC) 
Instructor at Novato High School.  If you know of 
any one that may be interested,  please read be-
low information: 
 
From: RICHARD MUENCH <rmuench@nusd.org>  
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 10:55 AM 
To: Mark Orlando <morlando@schsd.org> 
Subject: Career Opportunity in Novato CA 
 

Good Morning Mr. Orlando, 
 

I would like to know if you can help me advertise 
for a second Air Force Junior ROTC (AFJROTC) 
Instructor here at Novato High School. Our 
AFJROTC program is looking for a recently re-
tired (within the last 5 years) Air Force Officer or 
Senior NCO to fill the position of Senior Aero-
space Science Instructor or Aerospace Science 
Instructor. This is a full time position employed by 
the Novato Unified School District to lead/run the 
program. Information about the position and the 
criteria for hiring can be found at: 
 

 https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Holm-Center/
AFJROTC/ 
 

For more information regarding our specific list-
ing, please have interested individuals call or 
email me at: 
Richard Muench, MSgt USAF (Ret) 
Cell - 707-450-8260 
Email - RMuench@NUSD.org 
 

If you require more information regarding the op-
portunity for a jobs posting, please let me know. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Regards, 
 

Sarge 
 

Rich "Sarge" Muench 
Instructor, NHS AFJROTC 
625 Arthur St. 
Novato CA, 94947 
707-450-8260 
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AVIATORS ~ derivation of the term 
Little known historical information.  

 
Now you know. 

 
 Aviators come from a secret society formed 
around a thousand years ago. They are warriors, and 
below is the proof. 
 
  A little known fact is the origin of the word 
"aviator". 
 
 Phu Khen (pronounced Foo Ken ), 1169-? is 
considered by some to be the most under-recognized 
military officer in history. Many have never heard of 
his contributions to modern military warfare. The 
mission of this secret society is to bring honor to the 
name of Phu Khen. 
 
 A Khen was a subordinate to a Khan in the 
military structure of the Mongol hordes. Khan is 
Turkish for leader. Most know of the great Genghis 
Khan, but little has been written of his chain of com-
mand. 
 
 Khen is also of Turkish origin, although there 
is not a word in English that adequately conveys the 
meaning. Roughly translated, it means " One who 
will do the impossible while appearing unprepared 
and complaining constantly."  Phu Khen was one of 
ten Khens that headed the divisions, or groups of 
hordes as they were known, of the Mongal Army 
serving under Genghis Khan. His abilities came to 
light during the Mongols' raids on the Turkistan city 
of Bohicaroo.  
 
Bohicans were fierce warriors and the city was well 
fortified. The entire city was protected by huge 
walls and the hordes were at a standoff with the Bo-
hicans. Bohicaroo was well stocked and it would 
have been difficult to wait them out. Genghis Khan 
assembled his Khens and ordered each of them to 
develop a plan for penetrating the defenses of Bo-
hicaroo. 
 
  Operation Achieve Victory, "AV", was born. 
All 10 divisions of Khens submitted their plan. After 
reviewing AV plans 1 through 7 and finding them 
unworkable or ridiculous, Genghis Khan was under-
standably upset. 
 
 It was with much perspiration that Phu Khen 
submitted his idea, which came to be known as AV 
8. Upon seeing AV 8, Genghis was convinced this 

was the perfect plan and gave immediate approval. 
The plan was beautifully simple. Phu Khen would 
arm his hordes to the teeth, load them into catapults 
and hurl them over the wall. The losses were ex-
pected to be high, but hey, hordes were cheap. 
Those that survived the flight would engage the ene-
my in combat. Those that did not? Well, surely their 
flailing bodies would cause some damage. The plan 
worked and the Bohicans were defeated. From that 
day on, whenever the Mongol Army encountered an 
insurmountable enemy, Genghis Khan would give 
the order "Send some of the Phu Khen AV 8ers." 
 
 This is believed, though not by anyone out-
side our secret society, to be the true origin of the 
word Aviator. 
 
 Phu Khen's AV8ers were understandably an 
unruly mob, not likely to be sociably acceptable. 
Many were heavy drinkers and insomniacs. Howev-
er, when nothing else would do, you could always 
count on an AV8er. A Phu Khen Aviator. Denied, 
perhaps rightfully so, his place in history, Phu Khen 
has been, nonetheless, immortalized in prose. 
 
 You hear mystical references, often hushed 
whispers, of "those Phu Khen Aviators." Do not let 
these things bother you. As with any secret society, 
we go largely misunderstood, prohibited by our apa-
thy from explaining ourselves. 
 
 You are expected to always live down to the 
reputation of the Phu Khen Aviator, a reputation 
cultivated for centuries, undaunted by scorn or ridi-
cule, unhindered by progress. So drink up, be crude, 
sleep late, urinate in public and get the job done. 
 
 When others are offended, you can revel in 
the knowledge that YOU are a PHU KHEN AVIA-
TOR 
 

Submitted by Bill Matts 
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PUB CRAWL 
“4thPublication” 

 

by Ken Johnson 
 

 I’m not a Brit, but I enjoy a cold beer, especially in the 
company of good friends. Please join me as I start a new 
event for all our MOAA members. No agenda, just a place 
and a time where we can gather and share a beer or two and 
talk about items of interest to all of us. I'm looking for a place 
that is easy for all of us to get to, and someplace that's quiet 
so we can gather in our own little corner and just talk and 
have time together. I'm setting our next event at the Toad in 
The Hole pub (bar) located at 116 5th Street in Santa Rosa. 
They have a good selection of beer and a great menu for fish 
and chips. They have weekly specials on Mondays, so why 
not start there! We will try again to meet on the first Monday, 
at 5:00pm,   February  3rd is next.  NOTE: This is not just 
for the guys, the wives or spouses are more that wel-
come.  Our time and date for future  meetings will be up to 
the needs of interested members. This is just the start of a fun 
way to get together and have great times together. I'm open to 
any input and suggestions, so call me at 408-466-6764. 
 

 

Chapter Event Refund Policy 
By Tim Morgan, Treasurer 

 

Over the past year, due to several different reasons, no 
shows at chapter events (Luncheon, Dinners, etc.) have 
become a problem for accounting. For events held at the 
Flamingo Hotel, we are required to provide the hotel an 
estimate of the expected attendance at the event. We are 

typically charged by the Flamingo a fee based on our esti-
mate of this number. When a prepaid member is unable to 
attend the event, for whatever reason the Chapter is ex-
pected to pay the Flamingo for that meal. If we know 
ahead of time (any time prior to 10am on Wednesday be-
fore the Thursday event), that the member can’t make it 
(and/or the number of guests change), we can adjust the 
head count estimate to the Flamingo and avoid this prob-
lem. At the February 2020 Board meeting, a policy on no 
show refunds was determined. The policy is as follows: 
 

RECMOAA – Event Refund Policy 
For members who have paid in advance for an 
event and for any reason, determine that they will 
be unable to attend that event, a refund will be 
provided to the member, if the chapter Secretary is 
contacted prior to 10am on the Wednesday before 
the event. Upon request the member also may 
optionally indicate to the Secretary that funds be 
directed to the Col. Brey Scholarship Fund in lieu 
of a refund. After 10am Wednesday, should a pre-
paid member fail to show at the event, the funds 
will be directed to the Chapter General Fund. 
 

If there are any questions about this policy, please contact 
Tim Morgan, Treasurer (707-695-9293). 
  
 

(A Sonoma County Main Chapter event; all members are more than welcome) 
 

Buffet Luncheon, Thursday March 26, 2020 
Flamingo Resort & Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa 

Socializing 11:00 to 11:45 am, Meeting starts, Lunch 12:00 noon 
Cost (including tax and tip)  -  Price $27.00 

 

  Salad:  Vegetarian Antipasto Salad -Baby Arugula, Artichoke Hearts, Roasted Red Peppers, Kalamata  
   Olives, with Pesto Vinaigrette Herb Focaccia.  Fresh Rolls & Butter, 
 
  Lunch: Roasted Pork Loin -Rosemary, Sage, Thyme & Garlic Vegetable Penne Pomodoro (Vegetarian)  
   
  Dessert: Biscotti & Brownie Bites. Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee, Iced Tea   
 
  Enclosed is my check for my advanced reservation____ persons @ $27.00 each. $_________ 
  
  Note: Pay At Door - Walk-Ins (no reservation or unpaid reservations) is $30.00 per person. 
 

   
       Enclosed is $________ for the Col. Brey Scholarship Fund (Fully Tax Deductible) 
 
Guest Speaker: Will be Victor Trione, son of the late Sonoma County businessman and philanthropist Henry Trione. 
 
Name: ________________________________________, Phone: ( ____ )______________________ 
 
Guests: ____________________, ___________________, ______________________, ___________________ 
Please list the names of all guest, so that we can make NAME TAGS for them too, thank you. 

 

Make check (s) payable to: RECMOAA 
To: MOAA, Redwood Empire Chapter, P.O. Box 2801, Santa Rosa, CA 95405 

“Contact the Chapter Secretary @ 707-795-3963, prior to 10:00am, Wednesday 
 before the Thursday event to request a refund on prepaid meals.” 
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MOAA WIVES CLUB 
(Sonoma County Main - All members welcome) 

 
 

   

   
 

The next meeting of the Wives Club will be Wednesday, March 
11th, at the Flamingo Hotel. The price of the lunch is $28.00. Lunch is 
served promptly at noon. Everyone will be served soup d’jour. The en-
tree choices are 1) baked cod with lemon-caper butter sauce and  
farmers market vegetables or 2) creamy miso gnocchi (vegetarian) with 
potato pasta dumplings, shiitake mushrooms, sugar snap peas, cherry 
tomato, and miso-corn puree. Dessert will be carrot cake with lemon 
cream cheese topping.  

If the Telephone Committee does not contact you regarding 
your lunch choice, you may make a reservation up to the day before 
the meeting; however, cancellations must be made by Monday preced-
ing the meeting. For either situation, call Susan Linch at 538-3342. 

At the February luncheon, Marie Martinez emphasized the 
many reasons why it’s a great idea to visit Safari West. Check out the 
website at safariwest.com.  

As of this writing, a guest speaker for the March luncheon has 
not been determined. Come and be surprised! It’s always interesting! 

 
Tina Lewis, Publicity 707-539-5546, tinalewis31@comcast.net 

 
     

2020 
Officers 

 
  

 

Redwood Empire Chapter 
Officers and Directors for 2020 

President:  William P. Matz, USN 707-837-2161  

2nd Vice President 1/Lt Donald J. Nowacki, USANG 707-595-1047 

Secretary: Cpt Robert R. Safreno, USAF 707-795-3963 

Treasurer: LCDR Tim Morgan, USNR  707-695-9293 

Imed. Past President: CPT Lee P. Hoskins, USA 707-328-2316 

   
      CAL-MOAA Director, Area I  

  Cpt Tom Walther, USAF 530-673-5499 
 

      Directors-at-large - Term 2020 

  CDR Donald D. Confer, USN 707-763-8198 

  Martina Lewis 707-539-5546 

  LTC Gary Meagher, AUS 707-544-4089 

  Mary-Gwen Neisingh 707-481-7614 

   

      Directors-at-large - Term 2020-2021 

  LTC Robert L. Ayers, Jr.  707-230-2571 
  Col Jack L. Krout, USAF  707-762-8613 
  Donna Poulter 707-576-0513 
  CPT Lewis Wall, USA 707-837-7389 
   
      Directors Representing Sub-Chapters: 

Lake: CAPT Daniel W. Christensen, 707-263-3297 

Mendocino: Mrs. Myrna M. Hurst, AUX 707-468-0146 

Sonoma Valley: Maj B. K. White, USMC 707-996-1335 

1st Vice President Maj Ken Johnson, USAF  408-466-6764 

MOAA VOICE 
Co-Editor Tim Morgan 707-695-9293 

E-Mail Tim Morgan blackcloudbrew@comcast.net 

Editor Mail Distribution Bob Safreno 707-795-3963 
E-Mail Bob Safreno Shadowbob1@juno.com 

Online …….. http://www.redwoodwmpiremoaa.us 

2020 DATES TO REMEMBER 
  

February: 
 1st Proposed target date to publish the 2020 Roster 
 4th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 26th United Veterans Council meeting 
 27th Luncheon, Flamingo Resort & Spa 
March: 
 1st Members who have not paid 2020 dues may be dropped. 
 3rd BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
   10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 15th Deadline for submission Scholarship Applications 
 25th United Veterans Council meeting 
 26th Luncheon, Flamingo Resort & Spa 
April: 
 7th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am  – Scholarship winners 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 22th United Veterans Council meeting 
 23rd Luncheon, Flamingo Resort & Spa 
May: 
 5th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am  – Scholarship winners   
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 16th Armed Forces Day – Rose Parade, Santa Rosa 
 25th Memorial Day Ceremonies 
 27th United Veterans Council meeting 
 28th Luncheon, Flamingo Resort & Spa  
June: 
 2nd BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information   
 13th Saturday, Picnic at Two Rock. Honor Brey Recipients 
**    24 th United Veterans Council meeting   
July:  
 7th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am  – Pick a nominating committee 
 4th Parade in Calistoga 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 22th United Veterans Council meeting 
 23rd Luncheon, Flamingo Resort & Spa 
 
August:  
 4th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    

 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 15th Riverfront Regional Park, Annual BBQ 
 26th United Veterans Council meeting 
September: 
 1st BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am  – Approval of 2020 officers 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
** 19th - 20th Air Show at CMS Airport? 
 23rd United Veterans Council meeting 
** 18th or 25th ?? Friday, Luncheon, Two Rock USCG ($10.00?) 
October: 
 6th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
** 22nd Luncheon or Dinner?, Flamingo, Election of Officers for 2021 
 28th United Veterans Council meeting 
November:  
 3rd BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 11th North Bay Veterans Day parade (Wednesday) 
 20th Friday, Lobster Feed, Santa Rosa Veterans building 
 25th  United Veterans Council meeting 
 26th Thanksgiving Day 
December: 
 1st BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
 7th Pearl Harbor Survivors program ?? 
 6th Sunday, Holiday Social Flamingo Resort & Spa 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
  NO United Veterans Council meeting   
  25th Christmas 
    
** Not Confirmed at this time                 
 All Meals at Flamingo will be Buffets          06/32/06 

 

President: Dayle Johnson  
Vice President: Liz Warren  
Secretary: Tina Lewis 
Treasurer: Florence Wall 
Parliamentarian: Donna Poulter                     

       408-466-6764 
       707-763-6957 
       707-539-5546 
       707-837-7389 
       707-576-0513 


