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PRESIDENT’S 
COMMENTS 

  

 A major event that has been 
given a lot of attention in the last few 
weeks has been the arrival of the cicadas 
long buried beneath the surface of the 
earth waiting for the opportunity to rise 
again and make their presence known.  
For them it was a normal way of life but 
when they return to the surface they ex-
pressed themselves in a very loud and 
vocal way.  It's like a new beginning.  And 

now the time has come for you and I to reach out to one another and 
give a renewed life to our social values. 
 It hasn't been years but many months since we've been 
able to gather and share with one another our life stories, our life 
adventures, and our common interests.  Your board Members have 
been working to prepare for our next outdoor picnic.  Our location 
has changed this year because we were unable to get the location 
that we would normally use.  However the new location for a picnic 
this year is a place that we can gather and enjoy once again the fel-
lowship of one another in the comfort of the outdoors.  I don't know 
how many of you have had an opportunity to visit Spring Lake Park, 
but it is a beautiful area and a great place to recreate together.  The 
information will be found in this publication of the MOAA VOICE 
newsletter but if there are any questions feel free to give me a call. 
 I want to give a special thanks to all the board members 
who have worked to make our new gathering possible.  The best 
way that you can show appreciation for their efforts is for all of us to 
make our new picnic gathering a success. 
 I would like to bring to your attention that the MOAA Nation-
al organization has many activities that go beyond our local chapter.  
One of the activities within MOAA is known as the advocacy in action 
event.  This month the annual advocacy event on Capitol Hill will 
once again take place almost entirely virtual.  But as this past year 
has proven, our memberships unified voice is strong and impactful 
as ever.  Here are our three (3) advocacy in action topics; Compre-
hensive toxic exposure reform.  Tri-care young adult coverage parity, 
and Basic needs allowance. 
 It's important that all of our membership realize that we are 
a body of retired military people committed to serve more than our 
own individual needs but the needs of all of those  that have served 
so long in our military.  It's important that you stay an active part of 
your local Chapter of MOAA and become aware of the support that 
your national committee is providing to all of us who have served. 

 

Major Kenneth Johnson, USAF, President 
408-466-6764 ~ kenthetraveler@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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ZOOM ~ MOAA BOARD MEETING 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Tuesday, July 6, 2021, 
11:30am.  Tim Morgan will be sending information on how 
to join the meeting.  If a member of the Chapter wishes to 
join the meeting, you must contact us by e-mail and we will 
give you the information needed. 
  

Chapter members are always welcome at these meetings.  
 

Saturday, July 17, 2021 
Picnic/BBQ location Spring Lake Park.  

 At Lower Jackrabbit Picnic Area 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Our Chapter Board of Directors has reserved 
Spring Lake, Lower Jack Rabbit area to have a 
Picnic/BBQ on Saturday, JULY 17, 2021.   
Cost will be $20.00. 
 
Menu: BBQ Chicken, Garlic Bread, Wine, Iced 
Tea, and Coffee.  Salad, Baked Beans, and 
Dessert provided by the Wives Club.  Please 
bring your own munchies, chips & dip, water, 
and soda. 
  

INFO ON CHAPTER GET TOGETHER 

 

See Page 5 for Coupon 
 

 

“Sunshine Lady” 
 

Call Myrna Hurst, 707-468-0146,  
if you know of anyone in the chapter who  
might enjoy a get well or sympathy card. 

See  “PUB CRAWL” on Page 2 
 

NO CHAPTER DUES FOR 2021 
 
 

 Because of the COVID-19 virus and the fact that 
people had to shelter in place and we had no social gather-
ings, the Board of Directors has decided to waive the Chap-
ter dues for 2021. We hope that our members will support 
the Chapter in the future. Our membership is down, and we 
do not want to lose any more of our members. 
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Legislative Update –  July 2021  
 

Federal 
   NDAA - National Defense Authorization Act 
2021-2022.   While National MOAA has been gaining 
ground, we,, in the field, need to help MOAA in its effort 
to keep the three major issues listed below on the legis-
lature’s plates.  All you need to do, is to click on the 
MOAA webpage, click on “Advocacy” and “Take Action 
Now”, fill out the info (name, etc), and send.  Your letter 
will be sent to the correct legislature: 
 S. 1488/ H.R. 2339 - Military Hunger Preven-
tion Act.  This will provide for basic necessities for jun-
ior enlisted families that struggle to make ends meet - 
particularly with the pandemic, frequent moves, etc. 
 H.R. 475 - Health Care Fairness for Military 
Families Act.  The bill will expand TRICARE for young 
adults under 26 years in line with civilian standards. 
 Toxic Exposure Recognition Reform Act - 
This will bring the toxic exposure situation currently 
faced by Soldiers in the Middle East and elsewhere to 
the similar standards as those exposed by Agent Or-
ange. 
 COLA — The May 2021 CPI is 263.612, 4.0 
percent above the FY 2021 COLA baseline. However, 
it is highly possible the fight for our COLA, has just be-
gun.  During the past four decades, there have been 
many artifacts by which COLA has been reduced, pro-
posed to be denied until after 62 years of age, etc. Stay 
alert! 
 TRICARE - In DoD’s budget request as part of 
the budget proposal to Congress includes some details 
on TRICARE utilization trends regarding civilian urgent 
care for TRICARE Prime beneficiaries citing costs.  
This may be a potential threat to referral-free urgent 
care.  Remember: we went through this drill several 
years ago when beneficiaries were forced to use ER 
instead due to unavailability to contact providers on off 
hours or weekends for referrals.  DoD finally saw the 
reasoning because of ER costs vs Urgent Care.  Now, 
DoD may be looking at putting the costs on retiree’s 
backs. 
 
State   
 California State Immunization Registry 
(CAIR) aka “Vax for the Win” - When Gov. Newsom 
announced a cash lottery program awarding 10 Califor-
nia winners $1.5 million and 30 Californians a $50,000 
cash prize did not include persons who were vaccinat-
ed at military hospital/ installations, or VA clinics, the 
California State Commander’s Veterans Council 
(CSCVC) went on alert status to request our support to 
convince the Governor to change his criteria to include 
those veterans, active military and eligible civilians. 
 Kudos to CALMOAA’s Jeff Breiten for his work 
in getting the word out.  The effort has seemed to pro-
duce the desired results.  Let’s see. Hopefully, are ALL 
eligible will be included. Another reason to belong to a 
local chapter! 
  AB 225 Boards ~ Military Spouses Licenses.  
This law allow for the issuance of certain types of pro-

fessional licenses to spouses or partners of active duty 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States 
who- are assigned to a duty station in this state under 
official active duty military orders and the applicant 
holds a current, active, and unrestricted license that 
confers upon the applicant the authority to practice, in 
another state, district, or territory of the United States. 
These temporary licenses would extend  expiration 
from 12 months after issuance to 30 months. It is sup-
ported by CALMOAA. 
 AB 291 Income taxation ~ Exclusion of Mili-
tary Survivor Benefits. This bill, for taxable years be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2021, and before Janu-
ary 1, 2026, would provide an exclusion from gross in-
come for all survivor benefits or payments received on 
or after January 1, 2021, and before January 1, 2026, 
under the federal Survivor Benefit Plan.  CALMOAA 
supports this measure.   With the current extra money 
in the State Treasury, perhaps this may be a win-win 
situation. 

Vern McNamee, LTC, USA Retired 
Legislative Chair,  Redwood Empire Chapter, 

MOAA 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Redwood Empire Chapter member 
CPT WILLIAM ANDERSON, USA 

 

Is offering his service to  
members and veterans in need. 

 
 He realizes that the country is presently go-
ing through a rough time, because of the present 
COVID-19 virus and shelter in place, there are a 
lot of people with many different needs.  He is of-
fering to our members and any veterans organiza-
tions his help.   
 As a landlord he can repair many house is-
sues for our their members. FREE!  They only 
need to pay for parts.   
 He can transport supplies.  He lives in San-
ta Rosa.  He owns 56 properties in this state alone 
and is his own maintenance service.  He does 
many kinds of things.  He still offers a weeks worth 
of good and 5 gallons of gas to needy members, 
vets and classmates. 
 Anyone can call him and he will give you 
more details.    
 Call: William Anderson at 707-331-0366 

 
 

See  “PUB CRAWL” on Page 4 

COL BREY SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 

 The following four applicants were awarded 
$4,000.00 each: Ms. Joella Canto Adams (Daughter of LtCol 
Bill & Sabine Adams, USMC); Ms. Macdalah Fry 
(Granddaughter of Wally McCall); Ms. Zoe Phan 
(Granddaughter of CDR Donald & Susan Linch, USN) and 
Ms. Lily Swanson (Granddaughter of Maj & Mrs Ken John-
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www.redwoodempiremoaa.us View us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/RECMOAA 4 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

“PUB CRAWL”  
RECMOAA Zoomers Pub Meeting 

 
 Second Tuesday in July at 4pm. Tim Morgan will 
again setup a monthly Zoomer Pub Meeting. Should last 
about an hour and attendance is purely optional. The access 
information for the  meeting on July 13th is as follows: 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6103642462?
pwd=TldaYXdwZ3l5OEJ4SGFVcHIwNjFjZz09 

 
Meeting ID: 610 364 2462 

Pass code: 464646 
Dial by your location 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
 

 Note: if the link above does not work for you, go to 
https://Zoom.us/Join and enter the Meeting ID and Passcode 

above, or for voice only, use the dial in number above. 
 

Hope to ‘see’ more of you there on July13th.  
 

Major Kenneth Johnson, President 
 

“PUB CRAWL”  
‘It’s Coming Back 

In person” 
 

Watch for our future issue  
of the MOAA VOICE 
For location and time! 

 
Let the good times roll!!! 

 
Ken 

 

 

IF YOU ATTEND THE PICNIC/
BBQ ON JULY 17th, AND IF YOU 

DRIVE YOUR CAR THERE,  
 PUT THE “MOAA” SIGN  

LISTED BELOW ON  
YOUR CAR DASHBOARD  

 
The picnic is at Spring Lake Park,  
Lower Jack Rabbit picnic area.  

 
From Hwy 101 take Hwy 12 east towards Sono-
ma.  Cross over Farmer's Lane and continue 
straight on Hoen Ave.  One block after the third 
traffic light, turn left onto Newanga which will lead 
you straight to the park entrance.  After passing 
through the gate, turn left.  Follow the winding road 
for a bit, then turn right leading down to a parking 
lot and boat launch.  Shortly before the parking lot, 
turn left and Lower Jack Rabbit will be on your 
right. 
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 son, USAF).   
 Congratulations to all the recipients. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
NOTE: Your Board of Directors would like to invite our Brey 
Scholarship winners to our PICNIC/BBQ on Saturday, July 
17, 2021.  We realize that they are scattered around the 
Country, but if they are in the area, we would like them to 
join us at the Spring Lake Park.  Sponsors of our winners 
please help us out as you may have better contact with 
them.  We are trying to notify all by e-mail………  rrs  
 
 

COL BREY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
MORE INFORMATION 

 
The letter attached below was from one of or 
Scholarship applicants to the Redwood Empire 
Chapter of MOAA: 
 
Dear Military Officers Association of America 
 
Scholarship Committee, 
 
I was very excited to receive the letter from the 
committee and was even more excited to read tha 
I had bee gifted a scholarship. 
 
This year has been trying, but receiving this schol-
arship has uplifted my spirits, reminding me there 
is hope of a better year at school.  I hope that for 
all of you the future is just as bright. 
 
Thank you to all of you on the committee, and to 
the people of the organization who have gifted me 
this scholarship. 
 
With this you help me to create art and I am grate-
ful to you all for supporting me and my dreams 
 
With much gratitude, 
 

Zoe Phan    Zoe Phan 

 
(Granddaughter of CDR Donald & Susan Linch, USN) 

 
 

 See  “PUB CRAWL” on Page 4 

 
 

 
 

(A Sonoma County Main Chapter event; all members are more than welcome) 
 

PICNIC/BBQ - SATURDAY, JULY 17, 
2021, 11am to 3pm 

SPRING LAKE PARK 
At 

The Lower Jack Rabbit Picnic Area 
 

  
Name:_______________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ________________________ 

 
 

Menu: BBQ Chicken, Garlic Bread, Wine, Iced 
Tea, and Coffee 
Wives Club will provide: Salad, Baked 
Beans, and Desserts. 
Members, Friends and Guests: Please bring 
your own munchies, chips & dip, water, and 
soda. 
 
Enclosed is my check for #_______ persons @ $20.00  
 
each for a total of $______________ 
 
NOTE: If you want to donate anything for the Col. Brey 
Scholarship Fund (Fully Tax Deductible), put amount  
 
below for: $_______ add for Grand Total$___________      
 
Please list the names of all guest, so that we can make 

NAME TAGS for them too, thank you. 
 
Please make name tags for: 
 
____________________________________________,           
 
____________________________________________,           
 
____________________________________________, 
 
____________________________________________,           
 
____________________________________________,            
 
____________________________________________, 
 

 Reservation must be received not later tha Tuesday, 
July13, 2021 

 
We will be having a Raffle to help with our funds.  If you 

are able to bring a Raffle Prize we would be grateful. 
 
 

Make check (s) payable to: RECMOAA 
To: MOAA, Redwood Empire Chapter, P.O. Box 2801, 

Santa Rosa, CA 95405 
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MOAA WIVES CLUB 
(Sonoma County Main - All members welcome) 

 
 

   

   
 It’s really happening! A picnic/BBQ at Lower Jack Rabbit area in 
Spring Lake Park on July 17th! All the information you need is found in 
this issue of the MOAA VOICE including directions to get to the site 
and a coupon to fill out and mail in with your check. The Wives Club 
Calling Committee will be contacting you as to whether you want to 
bring salad, baked beans, or dessert. Chicken on the BBQ will be fur-
nished. As usual, bring your own snacks. The weather should be great, 
especially since the picnic area is totally shaded. It’ll be so great to see 
everyone again! See you in July! 
 

Tina Lewis, Publicity 707-539-5546  
tinalewis31@comcast.net 

2021 
Officers 

 
  

 

Redwood Empire Chapter 
Officers and Directors for 2021 

President: Maj Ken Johnson, USAF 408-466-6764 

2nd Vice President 1/Lt Donald J. Nowacki, USANG 707-595-1047 

Secretary: Cpt Robert R. Safreno, USAF 707-795-3963 

Treasurer: LCDR Tim Morgan, USNR  707-695-9293 

Imed. Past President: CPT Lee P. Hoskins, USA 707-328-2316 

   
      CAL-MOAA Director, Area I  

  Cpt Tom Walther, USAF 530-673-5499 
 

      Directors-at-large - Term 2021-2022 

  Martina Lewis 707-539-5546 

  Susan Linch 707-538-3342 

  LTC Gary Meagher, AUS 707-544-4089 

  Mary-Gwen Neisingh 707-481-7614 

   

      Directors-at-large - Term 2021 

  Mrs. Myrna M. Hurst  707-468-0146 
  Col Jack L. Krout, USAF  707-762-8613 
  Donna Poulter 707-576-0513 
  CPT Lewis Wall, USA 707-837-7389 
   
      Directors Representing Sub-Chapters: 

Lake: CAPT Daniel W. Christensen, 707-263-3297 

Mendocino: Mrs. Myrna M. Hurst 707-468-0146 

Sonoma Valley: Maj B. K. White, USMC 707-996-1335 

1st Vice President (NONE AT THIS TIME)   

MOAA VOICE 
Co-Editor Tim Morgan 707-695-9293 

E-Mail Tim Morgan blackcloudbrew@comcast.net 

Editor Mail Distribution Bob Safreno 707-795-3963 
E-Mail Bob Safreno Shadowbob1@juno.com 

Online …….. http://www.redwoodwmpiremoaa.us 

2021 DATES TO REMEMBER* 
 

June: 
 1st BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information   
CNX 5th or 12th Saturday, Picnic at Two Rock?  Honor Brey Scholars 
** 23th United Veterans Council meeting   
July:  
 6th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am  – select nominating committee 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
 13th PUB CRAWL ~ 4:00 pm ~ ZOOM 
 17th Picnic/BBQ, Spring Lake, Lower Jack Rabbit area  
** 28th United Veterans Council meeting 
August:  
 3rd BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am  
**   13th PUB CRAWL ~ 4:00 pm 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
** 14th Riverfront Regional Park, Annual BBQ 
** 25th United Veterans Council meeting 
 September: 
 7th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am  – Approval of 2020 officers 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
**        PUB CRAWL ~ 4:00 pm 
** 18th - 19th Air Show at CMS Airport? 
** 17th or 24th ?? Friday, Luncheon, Two Rock USCG ($10.00?) 
** 22nd United Veterans Council meeting 
October: 
 5th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
**        PUB CRAWL ~ 4:00 pm 
** 27th United Veterans Council meeting 
** 28th Luncheon, Flamingo Resort & Spa, Election of Officers, 2021 
November:  
 2nd BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am 
**        PUB CRAWL ~ 4:00 pm 
    10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
** 11th North Bay Veterans Day parade (Thursday) 
** 19th Friday, Lobster Feed, Santa Rosa Veterans building 
** 24th  United Veterans Council meeting 
 25th Thanksgiving Day 
 

December: 
 7th BOARD MEETING - 11:30 am    
** 7th Pearl Harbor Survivors program ?? 
** 4th or 11/12th Sunday, Holiday Social Flamingo Resort & Spa 
 10th Deadline for submission of MOAA-VOICE information 
  NO United Veterans Council meeting   
  25th Christmas 
 

** = Not Confirmed at this time ~ CNX = Cancelled ~ UNK = Unknown 
 All Meals at Flamingo will be Buffets          06/32/06 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

     
 
 

 

President: Dayle Johnson  
Vice President: Liz Warren  
Secretary: Tina Lewis 
Treasurer: Florence Wall 
Parliamentarian: Donna Poulter                     

       408-466-6764 
       707-763-6957 
       707-539-5546 
       707-837-7389 
       707-576-0513 

“GOOD SPEAKERS ARE NEEDED” 
Chapter members: 

 Who do you want to hear from? 
Please send your suggestions to  
Don Nowacki, (707)528-2895,  

or  by e-mail: nowacki@sonic.net  

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO CHAPTER MEMBERS 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO BE OFFICERS OF THE CHAPTER AND 
TO SERVE ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  AT THE PRESENT TIME 
(2021) WE DO NOT HAVE A FIRST VICE PRESIDENT. PLEASE CONTACT 
ONE OF THE MEMBERS ON OUR BOARD AND GIVE THEM YOUR NAME 
AS A POSSIBLE CANDIDATE TO FILL IN FOR THIS YEAR.    
 
CALL OR E-MAIL SECRETARY, ROBERT SAFRENO.   

(707) 795-3963 ~ shadowbob1@juno.com 


